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REMARKS 

I. Introduction . 

Claims 1-16 are pending, and are subject to a restriction requirement. Of these 
claims, Claims 4, 5. 7> and 11-13 were withdrawn from consideration by the Examiner. 
Claims 1-3, 6, 8-10, and 14-16 stand rejected. Two groups of the claims remaining under 
consideration were subjected to rejections under 35 U.S.C Section 102(b), 

II. Election/Restriction . 

The Office Action imposes a requirement for the election of species. The Office 
Action indicates that Claims 1, 2, and 8 are generic 

The applicants hereby respectfully traverse the requirement for the election of 

species. 

The election of species is governed by 37 C.F.R. § 1.141(a). Section 1.141(a) of 
Title 37 of the Code of Federal Regulations provides: 

(a) Two or more independent and distinct inventions may not be claimed in 
one national application, except more than one species of an invention, 
not to exceed a reasonable number, may be specifically claimed in 
different claims of a national application, provided the application also 
includes an allowable claim generic to all the claimed species and all 
the claims to species in excess of one are written in dependent form 
(§1.75) or otherwise include all the limitations of the generic claim, 
(Emphasis added). 

Applying the test set out in the regulations, if the Applicants elect a "species" that 
is covered by a generic claim or an independent claim (such as Claim 1, for instance), the 
Applicants should be permitted to prosecute all of the claims that are dependent from that 
claim. The Applicants should not then also be subjected to further requirements for the 
election of species. Under the test set out in 37 CF.R. § 1.141(a), the Applicants should be 
able to prosecute all of the pending claims since Claim 1 is indicated as being generic, and 
all of the claims are ultimately dependent from Claim L 
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For the purpose of complying with 35 U.S.C. Section §121, however, and without 
admitting that the requirement for the election of species is proper, the Applicants reaffirm 
their provisional election described in the Office Action, and will prosecute Claims N3, 6 T 
8-10, and 14-16. 

Further, since Claim 1 is generic, if Claim 1 is allowed, the Applicants believe that 
Claim 1 will cover all of the species that it could read on, even though Applicants were 
required to elect only a single species herein. 

III. The Information Disclosure Statement , 

The Office Action states that it is recommended that if any of the information that 
has been cited by the applicants in the disclosure statement is known to be material for 
patentability as defined by 37 CFR L56, Applicant should present a concise statement as to 
the relevance of thai/those particular documents therein cited. 

The Applicants expressly do not admit that the information disclosure statements 
provided herein are excessive. The fact is that there are a fairly large number of references 
directed to water-soluble pouches* The Applicants want to make their disclosure as 
complete as possible, and to have all of the cited art considered during the examination of 
the pending patent application. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Applicant will submit a 
Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement that provides a concise statement as to the 
relevance of several of the references cited on the prior Information Disclosure Statements. 
The Examiner should, however, consider all of the references cited, and form his own 
Opinion as to the relevancy and materiality of the references. 

TV. Rejections Under 35 U.S.C- S 102- 

A- Rejection of Claims 1, 3, K-10, and 14-1,6 . 

Claims 1, 3, 8-10, and 14-16 were rejected under 35 U-S-C § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U,S. Patent 4,1 15,292, Richardson, et al. 

Applicants respectfully request that this rejection be reconsidered and withdrawn. 
The Richardson, et aL patent is directed to a detergent article for use in an automatic 
dishwasher that comprises an enzyme enclosed in an inner water-soluble film carrier, 
specifically pieces of water-soluble film that are cut into ribbons. These ribbons of water- 
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soluble film with enzymes therein are combined with detergent and enclosed in an outer 
water-soluble film packet. 

The Richardson, et al. patent docs not teach or disclose a method thai comprises 
contacting dishware/tableware with a product and auxiliary contained in separate 
compartments of a multi-compartment pouch wherein a layer of pouch material creates a 
barrier layer that divides the internal volume of said pouch into at least two or more 
compartments. Example XIII discloses separate packets. It does not disclose heat-sealing 
the packets together to form a multi-compartment pouch. 

B. Re jection of Claims 1. 2. 3 6, 8-10. and 14-16. 

Claims 1, 2, 3, 6, 8-10. and 14-16 were rejected under 35 US.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by UK 2,330,362. 

The Applicants respectfully request that this rejection be reconsidered and 
withdrawn. The UK reference is directed to a dishwasher tablet that may comprise two 
layers that are enclosed inside a water soluble wrapping. The UK reference does not teach 
or disclose a method that comprises contacting dishware/tableware with a product and 
auxiliary contained in separate compartments of a multi-compartment pouch wherein a 
layer of pouch material creates a barrier layer that divides the internal volume of said pouch 
into at least two or more compartments. 
V. Summary . 

In view of the foregoing, reconsideration of the application and allowance of all 
claims are respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 
SANJEEV SHARMA, ET AL. 
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